18 October 1968

Dear Alvin and Martha Wellmeier!

I thank you for your two letters which you have written to my Aunt Katarina with the interesting history of your grandfather Joseph H. Wellmeier from Laer.  My knowledge of English is not so good so I am writing this letter in German in the hope that you can have it translated.  

First of all, I will tell you who I am.  I am Anny Wellmeyer, 26 years-old and the daughter of Friedrich Wellmeyer and Anna Sandfort.  My Aunt Katarina is the single sister of my father.  Last year in August and September 1967, I made a trip to the U.S.A. for a couple of weeks to look up relatives of my mother in Cincinnati, Ohio and Louisville, Kentucky.  I stayed a week in the house of Frank and Mary Feldkamp in Cincinnati.  Here I came to know Sister Alfred (Feldkamp) and since then have had some letters from her.  She told me about your sister Richarda and the Wellmeier family and so we came to hear of you.  

About your grandfather’s birth date (16 February 1841), you are right.  I was able to look up in the church book about your forefathers who have lived here in Laer.  I have made a family tree and hope that you will be able to understand it.

Your grandfather was the fourth of six children.  His father was the linen weaver Casper Heinrich Wellmeyer and his mother was Anna Maria Steltenkamp and she came from Glandorf, about six kilometers  from Laer.  For a time they lived in a very beautiful house next tour church.  It was later sold and burned down about the year 1920.  I have found in the church book all the births and death dates of your ancestors and made a record of them for you.  The two oldest sisters of your grandfather died as children here in Laer.  There is nothing in the church books to tell what happened to the children Bernhard Heinrich, Clemens Anton, and Maria Katharina.  They were all born here in Laer but not married in Laer and so nothing is noted in the Laer church book about their deaths.  The last records of your family are the deaths of your great grandparents in 1853 and 1856.  So it is very hard to tell what happened to the other children.

However, I think we have made a good start and may be able to learn more later.

Now to tell you about our family.

In the year 1888 my grandfather Heinrich Wellmeyer of the nearby village of  Remsede came to Laer.  About the year 1870 a brother by the name of Edward Wellmeyer wandered to the U.S.A. but we never had any contact with him or his family.  That is why we hoped you might be a relative but now we must acknowledge that we are not related to one another for which we are very disappointed and sad.  I have searched long in the old books to find out if we had ancestors in common but now I must give up hope.  We are not sad that we have come to know you through the grace of God.

My grandfather founded in year 1888 a blacksmith shop in Laer and was of the occupation “Smith Master”.

In the year 1930, my father and his brother changed to making trucks and trailers and this is the literature I send to you.  It is too bad that we could not get in touch with one another earlier or I would have perhaps visited with you when I was in America last year.  We hope that you will make a trip to Europe in the next few years, you will have an opportunity to visit us in Laer. We all thank you again for your letters and hope to stay in contact.   If you have any further questions to us concerning your ancestors, please let us know.   The letter I wrote on the typewriter is acceptable to me but is better for you to translate and read.  Please excuse this as you wanted the transcript.

In the name of the whole Wellmeyer family in Laer, I most cordially greet you all and furthermore, hope to hear something from you.   I hope I have helped you with my statements and that I have greeted you cordially.






Thre Anny Wellmeyer

Anny Wellmeyer

Laer, Germany

